From Worship and Ministry
The Inner Light

~ a poem by Mary Helen Carson

Sunday Morning Meeting
The Friends are sitting quietly and quietly
Sitting silent in the glow of Inner Light

Do I have an Inner Light?

Was it there when I was young and was put
away

Like childhood toys in some old closet of the
mind

And can I find it if I look for it today?

Where is it now? Why did it go away?

Did the Light begin to fade

The Year I learned to judge a friend

By the price of the clothes he chose to wear?
Did the Light begin to dim

The year I learned to care

About a thousand things that never really
mattered?

Did the Inner Light go dark

That year when trouble came
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And heavy burdens weighed me down?
Did the Light go out that year when I forgot

That if I have no Cross I have no Crown?

Did I have an Inner Light

And can I find it again

Among the shadows of a childhood innocence?
If I erase the pictures in my head

Of all the never-mattered things and paint
instead

The portrait of a childhood memory
Then could it be?
Could I find the Light again?

Or does the finding work the other way around?
If I stop the search and spend a silent hour
Sitting quietly and quietly...

Could the Inner Light find me?

Mary Helen Carson lived in Audubon, NJ and
attended Meeting for Worship at Haddonfield Friends
on several occasions. Inspired by her experience at
Quaker meeting, she penned the poem below and gave
it to her friend Arlene, who passed it along for the
Meeting. Ms. Carson passed away at Cadbury in
2004.




Upcoming Events

June 4 and June 12- PYM Annual Fund
Phonathons have been so enjoyable that the
volunteers redubbed them, "Fun-O-Thons"! We
need additional volunteers for this important
work. You will get the chance to talk directly to
other Quakers and ask them to share your joy in
your faith community by making a contribution
to the PYM Annual Fund. We gather at Friends
Center (15th and Cherry streets, Philadelphia) at
6 p.m., and are finished by 9. Training will be
conducted while enjoying a catered meal. In
addition, your parking and/or transit expenses
will be reimbursed. Please call Wright Horne,
(215) 241-7115 or e-mail wrighth@PYM.org.

June 20 - Peace Prayers Gathering from 7-8:30
pm, Haddonfield Meeting House. Friends are
invited to join in a meditation for world peace.
We may continue projecting peace and healing
towards China, the chosen focus of our spring
gathering or discern a new leading for the
evening. (A few minutes at the beginning of the
session will be devoted to this process.) We will
devote 40 minutes to meditation on the chosen
focus, break to share our experiences, then close
with a short meditation. Friends and friends of
Friends are welcome!

June 21 - World Refugee Day -- Celebrating
Iraqi Families and Iraqi Culture. Come enjoy
art, music and storytelling by Iraqi refugees and
others familiar with the current Iraq refugee
crisis. From 10 am to 4 pm at Arch Street
Meeting in Philadelphia. Sponsored by the
Nationalities Service Center and its Iraq Refugee
Advisory Committee. For information on the
event or efforts to support Iraqi refugees being
relocated to the Philadelphia area please contact:
PLems@afsc.org or LLOTZ25@hotmail.com.

July 13-17 and July 20-24 - Spiritual Retreats at
Pendle Hill: Led by Nancy Bieber, instructor at
Lancaster Theological Seminary and former clerk
of Lancaster, Pa, Meeting, the retreats will
include one-on-one spiritual direction, extended
time for reflection, and group learning and
sharing. The July 13-17 retreat is entitled
“Spiritual Discernment: Noticing God's

Nudges,” and the July 20-24 retreat will focus on
“Practicing Prayer Today: An Invitation.” For
information, visit: www.pendlehill.org,

July 25-27 - Quakerism Weekend at Pendle Hill
offers an Inquirers' Weekend on basic
Quakerism. The facilitators are scientist Barry
Scott, a member of Central Philadelphia Meeting,
and writer and teacher Eileen Flanagan, assistant
clerk of Chestnut Hill Meeting. For more
information, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or
800 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org.
Matching scholarships are available; please ask.

July 30 to Aug. 3 - PYM Summer Sessions at
DeSales University: With the theme "Sharing
Our Journeys: In Light, Love, and Peace," the
sessions will feature a plenary Meeting for
Business to explore the Governance Report from
Interim Meeting, our testimonies, and the
budget. We'll have information about the 2009
Gathering on Peace and epistles from the
Standing Committees, and we'll experiment with
a process for discerning the Yearly Meeting's
priorities. Separate sessions will also focus on
children, middle-school students and young
adults. Participants are encouraged to prepare
for the sessions by reading Turning to One
Another, by Margaret ]. Wheatley. Registration
deadline is July 1. For more information, visit
http://www.pym.org/annualsessions.

Aug. 2 - Annual Yard Sale: The Education Fund
Committee fundraiser. Please start putting aside
any items you would like to contribute (un-
upholstered furniture, computers, TVs, books,
CDs, DVDs, toys in decent shape, children's or
babies' clothes, tools, etc). We are currently
trying to identify a place to store them in the
Meeting House and when we do, we'll let you
know.
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Haddonfield Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship for Business
May 4

27 Friends were in attendance. The meeting
began with a period of worship.

The Clerk read extract 271 on Integrity from p.


mailto:wrighth@PYM.org
mailto:PLems@afsc.org
mailto:LLOTZ25@hotmail.com
http://www.pendlehill.org/
http://www.pendlehill.org/
http://www.pym.org/annualsessions

168 of Faith & Practice.

Diane Werner reported for the Deepening &
Strengthening Project. Several Friends, sent by
the Meeting, attended a retreat at Radnor
Meeting during the weekend of April 18, 19 &
20. The retreat focused on our Meeting
Community. Participants from Greenstreet,
Radnor and Haddonfield Meetings shared ideas
on how our Meetings interact within worship
and how we may enrich those interactions. The
Deepening and Strengthening Committee will be
very active this year - sharing with the Meeting
through committees and during First Day
School.

Lisa Boyell, for Nominating Committee
presented the final committee list for the coming
year. Friends approved the list with the
following changes/corrections: Dave Austin, Pat
Williams, Takashi Mizuno will not be serving on
committees as listed; Bonnie Drago will serve on
Worship and Ministry and Karen Dillon will be
on Friendship Committee. Ceil McFadden and
Karen are co-clerks.

If you wish to resign from a committee or have
been mistakenly added to a committee, please
write to the clerk of Nominating Committee and
the clerk of Meeting.

The Meeting expressed it’s gratitude to
Nominating Committee for its work in finding
members to participate on all of the Meeting’s
committees.

John Donch presented the preliminary budget
for fiscal 2009 - 2010 as attached.

John also gave us a clarification of the schedule
for sending confirmation for a donation. Our
fiscal year is from July 1st to June 30th. We are
now in fiscal year 2007- 2008. However, We are
required by law to send confirmations for
donations sent in the preceding calendar year
which, for the State and Federal Governments,
conveniently coincides with their fiscal year. Not
so, for us. Ergo, the confusion.

Lou Tomasetti presented the Annual Report for
Property Committee, as attached. The Report
included a list of the various building and repair
projects completed over the previous year along

with associated costs.
Future Projects include:

- The side porch repair will be done in the next
fiscal year (after July 1st).

- The kitchen floor will be stripped and waxed
this summer - probably in July.

Lou’s report was accepted with thanks.

Bob Brookes reported that he, Connie Brookes
and Hiltrud Dodge are nearly finished the first
phase of cleaning and reorganizing the Meeting
House office. He thanked Friends for their
patience while this has been going on. It has
been cleaned and painted and new furniture,
window treatment and lighting has been
brought in. Storage cubicles on the new work
table are for First Day School teachers to store
current teaching material. Friends are urged to
make use of the room as an office, not a store
room. Several storage boxes of records, mostly
financial, have been moved off-site. Phase 2 is to
go through them and the records in the filing
cabinet and either move them to archives at
Haverford, put them back here in better order, or
discard, as appropriate.

Friends approved moving the mail system into
the office and moving the various collection bins
to the hall area outside of the kitchen.

Deedy Roberts reported on Interim Meeting
Governance Project Group’s threshing session.
(“Interim Meeting acts for the Yearly Meeting
between sessions, and ensures that the work and
witness of the yearly meeting are carried
forward in the spirit of Yearly Meeting in
session."

The threshing session resulted in several
recommendations relating to 1) Organization,
Structure, Process; 2) Orientation and Training;
3) Culture; 4) Term Limits; 5) A change in
scheduling of the meetings and the addition of a
children’s program to encourage attendance of
families. The Governance Project Group also
recommends that “Interim Meeting” be changed
to “The Yearly Meeting Continuing Sessions”.
Interim Meeting is seeking feed-back from
Monthly Meetings. Haddonfield Friends
approved all of the recommendations.



At the June Meeting for Business, there will be a
Clerk review.

Meeting for Worship for Business closed with a
period of silent worship.

Respectfully submitted,
Joanne R. Heizer, Recording Clerk

Friends and regular Attenders may request
copies of the complete minutes from the

Recording Clerk at Joanne@synchcorp.com or
(856) 429-9186.
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Save Trees AND Reduce Clutter

One of the three ‘R’s in saving the environment
is “Reduce”. You can easily reduce unwanted
catalogs in your mailbox by setting up a free
account at CatalogChoice at

http:/ /www.catalogchoice.org

CatalogChoice is a free consumer service that
works with hundreds of merchants to remove
consumers from their mailing lists. Set up a free
account. Then, as you receive catalogs, you go
online and enter your name (exactly as it appears
on the catalog cover), and your customer
number (if applicable). CatalogChoice does the
rest, requesting that the merchant stop sending
you catalogs. The merchants are happy to
remove your name from their mailing lists, since
they do not want to waste postage sending
unwanted or duplicate catalogs to consumers
who are not going to buy from them.
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Religious Education

June 1 First Day School closing ceremony and
trip to Barclay Farmstead. The intergenerational
closing ceremonies for First Day School Classes
for adults and young people are scheduled to be
held at the rise of Meeting for Worship in the
Meeting room rather than the auditorium. This
will be followed by a bring-your-own picnic and
tour of the Barclay Farmstead in Cherry Hill.
Please see the brochures on the easel in the hall
in the Meeting House for details, including
driving directions.
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Invitation

To honor our 15 years together,
Mary Spitzer and Judy Kruger
invite you to participate in a celebration
of loving, long-term relationships of various kinds.

Saturday, June 28, 2008 at Haddonfield Friends
Meetinghouse
11 a.m. (promptly) to 11:45 a.m.
followed by cake and beverages
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and for those who wish to acknowledge

their own under-celebrated but special relationship
-whether life partner, friend, family member, or life

mentor-
we would love for you to select and bring
any short poem/reading that reflects the spirit of
your relationship.
After 15 minutes of silent settling in, please read
the selection aloud.
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Kudos to Youth Committee

We are grateful to the Youth Committee, which
raised $58 for the meeting’s general fund. The
funds represent the proceeds of the sleepover
and pancake breakfast the committee organized.

Coffee and Hospitality for Summer

Various committees are responsible for
hospitality from September through May.
During summer, the Friendship Committee asks
for volunteers for coffee time after Meeting.
(There are no covered dish lunches in the
summer.) Please sign up on the bulletin board at
the Meeting House. Thank you for your help.
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Faith & Practice Summer Schedule

Starting June 15, the Faith & Practice Group will
begin meeting weekly at 9:15 am. The group
will observe this weekly schedule through
August. All are welcome to take part in our
reflections on Faith & Practice.

Among Friends

Kirstin Snyder will begin attending the
University of Pennsylvania in the fall.

Quaking, a Book Review
By David Austin

Kathryn Erskine has managed to combine two of
my favorite things into one book: Quakerism and
Young Adult Fiction. I came across this book last
year when I got my annual catalog from Quaker
Books, and was really surprised: a novel for
younger readers that had Quakers in it that
wasn't a historical novel set in colonial period. A
novel that might serve to show readers - younger
and not so much - that Quakers still exist, and
that we're not "quaint." Not wax figures in plain
dress at Roadside America. That we're out here
in the real world, and we're doing stuff.

The narrator of Quaking, Matilda - aka Matt - is
an abused fourteen years old and she has just
arrived in her latest in a long string of foster
homes. She's snarky, smart, distant, and angry.
She's all Gothed out with an attitude to match.
At first, she almost seems like a typical first-
person adolescent narrator in your typical teen
"problem novel." That lasts about a page. And
neither are the other characters here, either.
Typical, that is. Jessica and Sam Fox, her foster
parents, are members of the Religious Society of
Friends - Quakers, to you all - and they are...
complicated. Not perfect. Deep. Like real people.
Then there's the Fox's young foster son, to whom
Matt refers as "The Blob," who bears all the signs
of being autistic. If things were bad for Matt
before, she's sure they're going to be worse now.

Matt's also been dropped into the middle of a
community in conflict. There's a war on in the

Middle East someplace (specific countries are
never mentioned, which means that this book
will retain its timeliness for some time,
unfortunately). There's a peace movement in
town, which has its roots in the Friends meeting
attended by the Fox family, and there's also a
growing pro-war backlash against that
movement, led by the resident bully at Matt's
new high school, stoked by a fiery teacher, into
whose classroom Matt inevitably lands. And so
Matt has to make a decision: stand by and
outside of what is happening all around her, to
stay distant and inside the protective shell she's
created for herself, or... take a stand. Somehow.
While at the same time trying to figure out how
to avoid falling in love with her new family.

I am forced to read a number of young adult
novels every school term, as we are always
looking to update our reading list for the middle
school where I teach. Lots of them are utter drek:
they patronize their readers with stale plots and
cardboard characters. They avoid dealing with
real-world issues in anything other than an
"Afterschool Special" approach. Or, more often
than not, especially lately, they seek to be
"provocative" by being deliberately and
calculatingly shocking in their language and
content. To me, that's just cynical manipulation,
not good writing,.

Erskine avoids those traps. Matt is witty and
bitter, sad and sarcastic. She's one of the most
successfully fleshed-out characters I've seen in a
YA novel in a long time. And the writing here is
good. Sharp. Crafted. Lyrical. Yup, that word
works. Some brilliant turns of phrase along the
way.

If you have a teenager (say, grade seven through
early high school) in your life who likes to read,
pick this up for her/him. Or try it out for
yourself. I never once felt like I was reading a
"kid's book" as I read Quaking. That, I think, is
the highest praise I can give a YA title.

Quaking is available in the Library. Unless
someone has scooped it up already.



Seasoned Volees

This month we conclude the Fresh Voices, Seasoned Voices series with Deedy Roberts. Thank you to all
the young people and adults who answered the questionnaire. So much thought and heart went into them!

Can you give an example of how you are Quakerly in your daily life?

Deedy: For me, being Quakerly is being in surroundings where Quakerly values are espoused and
feeling in tune with those values. With my Singing City choir, among precious Meeting friends, on
picket lines (all too few), and among my local "Old Pine Farmers" - in these situations Quakerly
values surround me. I've felt in tune building bridges between Rafael Cordero Molina in Camden
and our own Friends School. Breaking down the barriers that divide us is the most important
component of Quakerly life. I have a new Muslim friend Is this following Quakerly principles or is
it just the delight in a new friendship?

What is worship like for you?

Deedy: I know what Meeting for Worship should be. It should be the sense of some golden divine
orb in our presence, surrounding and infusing our Meeting with love. It has many different names.
I remember Flora McKinney once saying that before she settled into Meeting for Worship she made
herself aware of everyone in the room. When I do that, and when I can spread love to everyone in
the room, this seems to contribute to a gathered Meeting. When my thoughts are scattered over
various situations, I've not used the time well and I've not contributed to the Meeting.

To you, what is Spirit, or God, or Light?

Deedy: It doesn't excite me to put a name to "God" or to describe "God." What does excite me is
the thought that we look to a universal source of love, to whom we reach our highest feelings.

It may be that we're reaching to our people's private source of holiness dressed in our clothes and
speaking our language. But all along, our hands have been stretched towards the source of
universal love, the source which must be perilously afraid for us in our smallness, or else incredibly
forgiving.

-by Judy Kruger



